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About the author

Focussed on English Literature at
Oxford University after giving up the
study of natural sciences.

Worked as an actor, director and
producer at a small scale theatre.

Published a slim volume of poetry in
1934.

Worked as a school teacher in England.

Joined the Royal Navy in 1940 in World
War |l and served with distinction for
over five years and later resumed
teaching and novel writing.
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Plot Summary

During an atomic war, an aircraft carrying 30 pre-adolescent boys crashes
on an uninhabited coral island in the Pacific. The passenger tube lands
them on the island. The group of children organise themselves with the
help of a conch and choose Ralph, a boy of twelve their leader.

Jack, the leader of a choir represents the antagonistic forces. Division of
work takes place democratically at an initial level. Differences arise. The
bigger children called biguns and the smaller one called littluns carry out
the task of hunting, building shelters and keeping a smoke fire running on
the top of the mountain to facilitate rescue operations with the help of a
ship likely to notice them from a distance.
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Plot summary(contd.)

A rumour about the prevalence of a “beast” in the jungle creates
panic and nightmares. Jack is chosen as the new chief. The
democratic forces represented by Piggy and Ralph are undermined.
Ralph ultimately becomes an outcast. Three of the members - a
little child with a mulberry mark, Piggy and Simon lose their life.
Violence takes place and savagery dominates every aspect of
civilisation. The crew is ultimately saved by a naval officer who
arrives with a rescue party. The fire that he notices is not the signal
fire but a destructive fire that engulfs the entire jungle, initially a
paradise and now a wasteland.




Symbols

 The Island: microcosm of the adult world

* The Conch Shell: authority and democratisation, civilisation and
order. The crushing of the conch shell signifies the erosion of
civilisation, intellect, and rationalism of the island.

 Piggy’s Glasses: intellectual power and power of science. The
theft and breaking of Piggy’s glasses is also a symbol of savagery
overtaking and giving intellect a back seat.

* The Signal Fire: the hope of survival on the island




Symbols(contd.)




Characters as allegorical symbols

» Ralph: a passive hero, dreamer, democratic, adventurous, but
hunted at the end, symbolises order and leadership.

« Piggy: symbol of intellect and scientific advancement, a thinker,
serious-minded, murdered at the end.

» Jack: a natural leader, symbol of savagery, dictatorial, ruthless
leadership, power hungry forces, divide and rule policy.

« Simon: Christ figure in the novel, sacrificed at the alter of
inhumanity, full of natural human goodness, brave and daring,
imaginative. Talks to the Lord of the Flies and solves the mystery
of the beast, murdered for no fault of his.
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