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When one thinks of Bengal, one of the first things to pop up in our mind, right after the fish and sweets, is

its thriving saree industry . Sarees form an integral part of every Bengali wo ma rwardrobe and one of

the most popular textiles that boast of a rich history and heritage is the Jamdani saree. Popularly known

as Dhakai Jamdani or simply Dhakai, this art of textile weaving has its roots in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Considered to be one of finest variety of muslin that is handwoven from cotton, the art flourished under

the Mughal patronage . Even the name, Jamdani, is of Persian origin and comes from the word 0 ] a mo
meaning flower and 0 d a rmieahing vase. The name is suggestive of the beautiful floral motifs on these
sarees.



ORIGIN AND HISTORY

The name Jamdani is of Persian origin and is strongly suggestive of Mughal influence. It is a compound word wherein
0 j a means flower and 0 d a nmeans vase. The name is suggestive of the beautiful floral motifs that adorn these
gorgeous sarees. The Bengali version of the name, Dhakai, comes from the place of its origin i Dhaka in Bangladesh.
Interestingly, the earliest mention of Jamdani sarees can be found in C h a n a kArthaShastra, dating back to the 3rd
century BC! The book refers to it as some fine cloth from 0 B a n gahdaoBundrad region . Significant mentions of Jamdani
can also be found in the book of Periplus of the Erythraean Sea, besides the accounts of Arab, Chinese and ltalian
travellers and traders. In the first half of the 19th century, James Taylor described the flowered Jamdani. The late 19th
century saw the Anglicization of rooted Indian concepts and consequently, TN Mukharji referred to this fabric as
Jamdani muslin.

Though Jamdani has enjoyed immense popularity right from the beginning, the art form bloomed during the Mughal
period . However, colonisation by the British saw a decline in the production of this fabric . Export of cheaper yarn from
European countries in the 19th century was one of the primary reasons for the decline of Jamdani. Also, with the decline
of Mughal rule in India, producers of Jamdani were deprived of their most influential patrons. Villages like Madhurapur
and Jangalbadi, once famous for the intricate Jamdani industry, faded into oblivion . Post the partition, many weavers
migrated to present day West Bengal, and that marked the beginning of the art form in India.



