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Early Llife & Career

}  Ramachandra Acharekar was born in the coastal village of , Sindhudurg district,
Maharashtra .
;  Career

} 1923 828 M.R Acharekar Explored new areas of expression like photography and lithography.
Started a lithopress , Bombay. Noted for his brilliant career with an early success at various
exhibitions at home and abroad. Established himself easily as one of the most promising
painters of his time. Executed important commissions like painting the historical event of the
Inauguration of the by his late Majesty of the United
Kingdom, in 1932,the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of in 1935, in London where he
was sent with special credentials by the then Viceroy of India,

}  He executed portraits of dignitaries and eminent men and women in India. His
book, Rupadarsini , An Indian Approach to Human Form , established his reputation as a sound
draughtsman and an excellent  teacher-

}  Acharekar remained in the forefront of portrait paintings, especially of the commemorative
genre, for more than forty years. He was also an educationist and a successful art director who
raised art direction to a new height in the field of cinema. His interest and superb ability in live
portraiture is apparent in the ease and rapidity of his renditions of human figures, retaining
their character and likeness. It was the perfect academic discipline gained in his early life, the
sheet anchor of his artistic credo, which facilitated these easy renderings. He remained alive to
change and rejuvenate, evolving gradually without sudden revolutionary mutations. He
remained very much his own master with no direct and obvious influences of any "isms".
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CAREER

1 1947 President, Art Society of India, Bombay.

1 1952 He travelled to the United States, as a member of the
Indian Film Delegation, at the invitation of
and State Dept, USA.

1 1954 Published Sky Scrapers and Flying  Gandharvas .

1 1956 The Apostle of Peace, pencil sketches of
was published.He worked with and
as Art Director.

1 1960 Member, Selection and Judging Committee, National

Exhibition, . New Delhi.

1 1968 President, Cine Art Directors Association of India,
Bombay.

1 1972 673 President, , Bombay.

1 1973 He was commissioned by the Selection
Committee, , Delhi.
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AWARDS

1 1929 - Painting Name - CONCENTRATION- Prize-
Maharaja of Bhavnagar's Prize.

1 1929 - Same Painting wins Gold Medal in Bangalore &

Nagpur.

1 1930 - Painting Name - PRAYER Prize- Silver
Medal, . Mumbai.

} 1931 - Painting Name - RIPOSE Prize- Gold
Medal, . Mumbal.

1 1955 Awarded Tamra Patra, Govt. of India.

y 1957, 59, 61 . for Art Direction,
Mumbai.

1 1957 Awarded Film Journalists Association Trophy,
Mumbai.

1 1968 Awarded . Govt of Ind
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE

1 1937 039 Deputy Director, Sir J. J. School of

Art, Bombay.
1 1948 056 Principal, Academy of Art, Bombay.

1 1923 Appointed as Junior Teacher, Ketkar
Institute of Art, Bombay.
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Art Direction/ Producation Design

Satyam Shivam Sundaram : Love Sublime (1978) [Production
Designer]

Mera Naam Joker (1970) [Art Director]

Bombal Raat Ke Bahon Mein (1968) [Art Director] [Set Decorator]
Sapnon Ka Saudagar (1968) [Set Designer] (as M.R.  Acharekar )
Sural (1966) [Art Director]

Amrapall (1966) [Art Director]

Art Direction/Production Design

Rajkumar (1964) [Art Director]

Sangam (1964/1) [Production  Designer]

Dil Hi To Hal (1963) [Art Director]

——

}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
}
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EARELY LIFE

}  Raja Ravi Varma was born Ravi Varma, Koil Thampuran of Kilimanoor at in the erstwhile
of (present - )=l into an aristocratic family that for over 200 years produced consorts for the
princesses of the matrilineal Travancore royal family. The title was conferred as a personal title by the Viceroy and
Governor - General of India.
} (1893), depicting Varma's daughter Mahaprabha with one of her sons.
} Varma's sister -in- law, , Senior Rani of (or ), who adopted Varma's

granddaughters in 1900 CE

} Ravi Varma was the son of Ezhumavil Neelakanthan Bhattatiripad and Umayamba Thampurratti . His mother Uma Ambabayi
Thampuratty (or Umayamba Bayi Thampuratty ) belonged to the baronial family which ruled the Kilimanoor
within the kingdom of . She was a poet and writer of some talent, and her work Parvati Swayamvaram was
published by Varma after her death. Ravi Varma's father was a scholar of and and hailed from
the district in Kerala. Ravi Varma had three siblings, a sister named Mangala Bayi and two brothers named Goda
Varma (born 1854) and (born 1860). The last - named was also a painter and worked closely with Ravi Varma all
his life. ]

} In 1866, at the age of 18,  Varma was married to 12 -year- old Bhageerthi Bayi (known formally as Pooruruttati Nal
Bhageerathi Bayi Thampuratty ) of the royal house of , another major of Travancore kingdom. Notably, the
house of Mavellikara was a branch of the Royal House of Travancore. Bhageerthi was the youngest of three sisters, and both
of her elder sisters had been adopted into the royal family of Travancore in 1857 in order to carry on the lineage. They were
known as the Senior and Junior  Rani of Attingal , and in their progeny was vested the succession to the throne of
Travancore. Therefore, Ravi Varma's connection to the royal family became very close due to his marriage with Bhageerthi .
Indeed, his children (because they belonged to their mother's family) would be royal by birth. The marriage, which was
arranged by the parents in the proper Indian manner, was harmonious and successful. The couple were blessed with five
children, two sons, and three daughters. Their elder son, Kerala Varma (b.1876) was of an excessively spiritual
temperament. He never married and eventually renounced the world, leaving home for good in 1912. The younger son,

Rama Varma (born 1879), inherited his father's artistic talent and studied at the , . He was matrried
to Gowri Kunjamma , sister of , and became the father of seven children. [ ]
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Art career

}  Varma was patronised by , the next
and began formal training thereatfter. He learned the basics
of painting in . Later, he was trained in water painting by Rama
Swami Naidu and in by Dutch portraitist Theodor Jenson

}  The studio used by Varma during his stay at the

}  The British administrator was significant in promoting
the careers of Varma and his brother. Varma received widespread
acclaim after he won an award for an exhibition of his paintings
at in 1873. Varma's paintings were also sent to the
held in Chicago in 1893 and he was awarded
three gold medals. He travelled throughout in search of subjects.
He often modelled or women, whom he
considered beautiful .
Ravi Varma is particularly noted for his paintings depicting episodes

from the story of . and , and and :
from the . Ravi Varma's representation o
of characters has become a part of the Indian imagination

of the epics. He is often criticized for being too showy and sentimental
in his style but his work remains very popular in India. Many of his
fabulous paintings are housed at
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Honours

} Raja Ravi Varma on a 1971 stamp of India

1 In 1904, , on behalf of the British King
Emperor, bestowed upon Varma the A
college dedicated to was also constituted in his  honour
at Raja Ravi Varma High at was
named after him and there are many cultural organizations
throughout India bearing his name. In 2013, the crater Varma
on was named in his honor. Considering his vast
contribution to , the Government of Kerala has
instituted an award called , Which is

awarded every year to people who show excellence in the field of
art and culture.

1 On his 65th death anniversary, India post issued a
commemorative postal stamp depicting Ravi Varma and his
famous painting' Damayanti and Swan'
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Bikash Bhattacharjee .

(21 June 1940 318 December 2006)
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Early Life

+ Bhattacharjee was born in Kolkata 1940. At a
very early age he lost his father. The
consequent struggle for survival left him with
a deep sense of insecurity as well as an
empathy for the under - privileged, who often
feature in his works.

1 In 1963, he graduated with a Diploma in Fine
Arts from Indian College of Art and
Draftsmanship.

. Bikash lived in Kolkata all his life.




Teaching career

; Bhattacharjee taught at Indian College of Art
and Draftsmanship from 1968 to 1972. He
taught at the Government College of Art &

Craft, Kolkata from 1973 to 1982. In 1964,

he became a member of the Society of
Contemporary Artists
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Awards and honours

National Award, Lalit Kala Akademi , New Delhi
(1971)

Birla Academy of Art and Culture, Calcutta,
National Award, Lalit Kala Akademi , New Delhi
(1972)

Banga Ratnha (1987)
Padma Shri (1988)
Shiromani Purashkar (1989)

Nivedita Purashkar , Ramkrishna Vivekananda
Ashram (1990)

Academy of Fine Arts Award, Calcutta (1962)
Lalit Kala Akademi Fellowship (2003)
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